ANSWERS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

Asked if he would set up a Committee to consider any changes that may be necessary
in Parliamentary procedure, the Prime Minister said on April 4:

NO, Sir, Not at the present time. The rules are the result of
very long experience. They are extremely difficult and it
takes a very long time to learn them. If they are kept continually
in a fluid state, through the advice of a Committee, I think it would
add to the difficulties of Members in finding their way about our
procedure. On the whole, I look with a critical eye upon the setting
up of a Committee of this kind, but I am quite ready to follow the
wishes of the House, after a free debate has taken place. It must be
remembered that the function of Parliament is not only to pass good
laws, but to stop bad laws.

GATHERING WISDOM

Asked if he had seen a certain " informative article " in The Times, the Prime Minister
said on April 6:

I always endeavour to assimilate information from the public Press
and to gather wisdom wherever I can,

Asked whether he always considered The Times a well-informed newspaper, Mr,
Churchill replied:

It is far from my duty to give out bouquets or the reverse to the
newspapers.

BRITISH AND GERMAN TANKS

Asked by Mr. Stokes, M.P. for Ipswich, to arrange for members to inspect a German
Mark VI Tiger tank and a British A. 22 tank in view of the interest in the comparative
merits of these machines, the Prime Minister said on April 18 :

Sir, after this year's campaign has reached a suitable phase, it might
be possible to parade not only the two tanks mentioned, but all the
tanks to be used in the forthcoming battles and specimens of those we
shall capture from the enemy,

Mr. Stokes then asked whether the reason for refusal was that if the request were
granted members would realize the untruthfukess of statements that have been made
as to the relative merits of the two tanks. Mr. Churchill replied :

Since the word " untruthfulness " has been used, no one has been a
greater contributor than the hon. Member.
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